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ALL PADDOCK
TESTING (APT)

BENEFITS OF APT 
• Fertiliser application optimisation 

(often for decreased cost*)

• Improved soil nutrition in key areas

• Environmental impact reduction

* Savings in fertiliser will vary farm by farm

INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS OF ALL 
PADDOCK TESTING RESULTS FOR 
A NORTHLAND (90 PADDOCK) FARM 
BY AGRESEARCH USING OVERSEER
RESULTED IN AN OVERALL $18,000 
SAVINNGG IINN FFEERRTTILISER (AF( TERTER AP APT CT OSTS)

USE ALL PADDOCK TESTING 
TO OPTIMISE YOUR 
FERTILISER COSTS



CURRENTTYPICAL CURRENT TESTING THE FUTURE OF TESTING

With this picture you can view Olsen P, K, pH 
for example.

Green colours – Green paddocks have nutrients at the 
lower end; would benefit from increased nutrient 
application targetting improved productivity.

Yellow colours – Areas demonstrating a healthy nutrient 
status requiring a maintenance-only application.

Red colours – Nutrient levels are excessively high.  
Significant cost savings would result from more 
strategic fertiliser application. (**see example below)

Expert agronomic advice should be sought for optimal 
use of this information in nutrient management planning.

** Independent trials were conducted on a Northland farm in 
conjunction with AgResearch demonstrating an overall saving of 
$18,000 for that farm with strategically variable application of 
fertiliser.  
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USING THE APT SERVICE, ALL PADDOCKS ARE TESTED 
COMPLETING THE FULL PICTURE.

NOW YOU CAN MAP THE NUTRIENT 
STATUS OF YOUR ENTIRE FARM, 
PADDOCK BY PADDOCK AND 
MAKE SMART, COST EFFECTIVE 
FERTILISER DECISIONS.

ONLY A FEW PADDOCKS ARE TESTED...

...LEADING TO ASSUMPTIONS MADE WITH MANAGEMENT UNITS

Fertiliser application
Either a blanket application of the same fertiliser across 
the entire farm or a small number of different mixes.

Weaknesses of this common approach

1. Wasted dollars on inexact use of fertiliser

2. Insufficient fertiliser or wrong mix of fertiliser applied to 
areas of the farm, reducing productivity.

3. Environmental risks (leaching and run off) enhanced.

The service includes:

Step 1 –  A pre-service information pack sent out in 
preparation for APT.

Step 2 – An independent sampling service sent to 
your farm to take samples.

Step 3 – Lab testing conducted by Hill Laboratories 
- New Zealand’s leading, independent Laboratory.

Step 4 – A comprehensive APT lab report is 
sent out identifying the nutrient levels on a 
paddock-by-paddock basis. The information is 
displayed using colour coded farm maps 
(nutrient density gradients) and a full set of 
standard Hill Laboratories reports.

Step 5 – Free access to a password protected web 
service providing an interactive view of the paddock 
by paddock nutrient maps*.

*access permission defined by the farmer - historical data can 
also be added.




